
Background Information:  

Mine Machines, 
Transport 

 

As coal seams are worked, or roadways driven, the working areas can be a long way from the 
shaft or the drift entrance to the mine.  This means that workers, tools, machines and materials all 
need to be transported in and out, as well as the coal that has been mined. 

The earliest mines would use horse or hand powered winches to send people and materials down, 
and to bring coal out.  At this time, all transport underground would be manual – people would 
push and pull corves (large wicker baskets) on sled runners.  Corves or sleds could be filled with 
tools and materials going in, and loaded with coal to come back out again. 
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Wooden or metal tubs on wheels might be used, with wood or iron rails, and sometimes corves 
might be loaded onto flat-bed carts with wheels.  In these early mines children were often cheaper 
to employ than horses underground, although by the end of the 1700s ponies were working 
underground at some mines. 

 

 

AA  ppoonnyy  aanndd  ddrriivveerr..  
©©  PPhhoottooggrraapphhiicc  LLiibbrraarryy,,  BBeeaammiisshh  MMuusseeuumm  LLiimmiitteedd  

 

AA  wwoovveenn  ccoorrvvee  bbeeiinngg  mmoovveedd  oonn  aa  sslleedd,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  11884422  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ((MMiinneess))..  
©©  NNCCMMMMEE  



 

 

 
AA  ppoonnyy  aanndd  ddrriivveerr..  
©©  QQuueeeenn''ss  PPrriinntteerr  aanndd  CCoonnttrroolllleerr  ooff  HHMMSSOO,,  22001133  

  
AA  llooccoo  ffoorr  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  ccooaall  uunnddeerrggrroouunndd..  
©©  PPhhoottooggrraapphh  ffrroomm  tthhee  HHaarroolldd  WWhhiittee  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  hheelldd  aatt  tthhee  
NNaattiioonnaall  CCooaall  MMiinniinngg  MMuusseeuumm  ffoorr  EEnnggllaanndd  

In the 1840s, after women and 
children under ten had been 
banned from working underground, 
horses and ponies started to be 
used more commonly to pull 
wheeled tubs underground. Steam 
winding engines increased the 
speed and capacity for transporting 
men and materials into the mine, 
and pulling coal out.   

By the end of the 19th century 
mechanised haulages, using metal 
ropes, started to be used to 
transport materials, tools and coal 
underground, and similar machines 
might be used in sloping drifts as a 
means of bringing coal out. The 
rope haulages could be powered 
by compressed air or electricity. 

 

In the early 1900s, conveyor belts 
began to be used more commonly 
to move coal away from the coal 
face, and in some cases, in drift 
mines, conveyors would carry the 
coal all the way to the surface to be 
sorted and processed.  Belts could 
also be used for man-riding, 
transporting workers in and out of 
the mine.  In larger mines, 
underground locomotives might be 
used to transport workers, tools 
and materials. 

  



 

 

 

 

Find out more about transport both below the ground and above it, on site at the Museum in the 
Coal Interface Gallery, the weighbridge and on the underground tour. 

 


